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Essential Freshwater Objectives

• Action now to prevent further (5 years) = NES

• Improvement (in a generation) = NPS

• Implement Te Mana o te Wai

• Ensure high-risk farming practices are carefully 
managed

• Protect and enhance native fish populations

• Reverse past damage within a generation

“All New Zealanders should be able to swim in 
their local river without fear of getting sick.”



Proposed Southland 
Water and Land Plan

• Mediation underway now on rules

• Existing use rights (same scale, 
scope, effects)

• Rule 20 Farming (FEP’s)

• Rule 21 Cultivation (20 deg slope)

• Rule 74 Wetlands



www.es.govt.nz

People, Water and Land programme

VISION:
Inspiring change to improve Southland’s water and land

OBJECTIVE: 
Southlanders improve their water and land through 
knowledge and on ground action 

Te Mana o te Tangata, te Wai, te Whenua





Nutrient reduction modelling work
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Early findings - direction of travel

• Significant reductions in receiving water bodies are required 
across most parts of the developed areas of region.

• GMP is critical first step but more will be required.  System 
change, new technologies and/or land use change will likely 
be required to achieve nutrient reductions of this magnitude 
over a generation.

• More certainty around nitrogen

• Sediment reports expected mid 2021



Current situation - IWG

• PSWLP and NES have new provisions

• Implementation has been delayed by one year.

• No further intensification in place now (NES 
and PSWLP)

• PSWLP Rule 20 has legal effect (back fencing, 
portable troughs, grazing direction, buffers).

• Freshwater Farm Plans with a Winter Module 
being developed (encourage then regulate)

• ES (and others) have a mapping tool that will 
help you understand what consents are 
required.



Action for Winter 2021

Farmers, agencies, rural support 
business, advisors, contractors, 
workers, regulators

– Choose a module and work through

– Right buffers in place

– Critical source area management

– Adverse weather plan



Current situation – FWFP’s

• Regulations are currently being developed to implement the 
RMA direction for Freshwater Farm Plans.

• These Plans will be regionally focused and linked to the 
environmental setting, regional values and issues.

• Te Mana o te Wai – providing for the health of the water so it 
can provide for us is overarching (korowai)

• Work underway to ensure these plans meet farmers needs for 
managing their farm business, and regulatory needs to 
manage environmental impacts (including audit and 
measure).



Action for FW FP’s

• The FW-FP framework is currently being developed.
• Don’t pause!

– Farm plans through Fonterra, Beef and Lamb, Ballance and others.
– Review your Focus Activity Farm Plan from ES
– Know your soils, physiographics, waterways, slopes and critical source 

areas.
– Attend a “Stream Walk” event to understand why healthy streams are 

important.  Catchment Groups are involved with these.
– Identify risky areas where sediment and nutrients could get into 

waterways.
– Find out some information about how mana whenua value waterways in 

your area.
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