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Government Water Reforms

Section 360 regs {u

Maintain and improve

Community values

Environmental limits

No further change
Intensive winter grazing
Wetlands

Stock exclusion (low slope
map)

Measuring water takes




Essential Freshwater Objectives‘

* Action now to prevent further (5 years) = NES
* |Improvement (in a generation) = NPS
* Implement Te Mana o te Wai

* Ensure high-risk farming practices are carefully
managed

* Protect and enhance native fish populations
* Reverse past damage within a generation .

Essential
Freshwater

“All New Zealanders should be able to swim in
their local river without fear of getting sick.”

NewZealand Government




Proposed Southland ‘

Water and Land Plan

Mediation underway now on rules

Existing use rights (same scale,
scope, effects

Ru
Ru
Ru

e 20 Farming (FEP’s)
e 21 Cultivation (20 deg slope)

e 74 Wetlands

Wetlands

+ they actas a filter - trapping
sediment and improving water
quality

+ they are part of the water cycle -
which means they reduce the Impact
offloods

+ they act as a buffer zone - protecting
streams and waterways on-farm
from erosion and nutrients

+ they provide recreational
opportunities - wetlands are great
placesto fish, duck shoot, and have
picnics

+ they provide habitats - many native
species of birds, fish and plants Ive
Inwetlands,

Southlznd has lost 90% of ts original
wetland area. The proposed Southland
jater and Land Plan has provisions to
protect the remaining wet

Use of Land within a wetiand Is only 2
permitted activity if the purpose s to
maintain or enhance the wetland, or
maintain existing authorised structures
Within the wetland, providing certain
criteria are met

Aconsent s required if you cannot meet
the permitted activity conditions, or you
want to use the land within 2 wetland
for a different purpose. Commercial
peat harvesting within 2 wetland also
requires 2 consent.

The majority of rules In the proposed
Southiand Water and Land Plan have
estrictions on actvities that can be
undertaken around natural wetiands,
and set backs are often required.
Please see the relevant rules In the plan
for specific requirements.

The plan refers
to three types of
wetlands:

Wetland - means permanently
orintermittently wet areas,
shallow water, and land
‘water margins that support
2n ecosystem of plants and
animais that are adapted to
wet conditions

Natural wetland - hs the
same meaning as a ‘wetland,
but specifically exciudes wet
pastures, damp gully heads,
ponding of inwater, pastures
with rushes, artificial storage
faciites, resenvoirs, and
erosion control structures.

Regionally Significant
Wetlands - are special
wetlands isted In Appendix
Aof the plan, and mapped In
PartB

Please read the plan for full
definitions.
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People, Water and Land programme‘

Te Mana o te Tangata, te Wai, te Whenua

VISION:
Inspiring change to improve Southland’s water and land

OBJECTIVE:
Southlanders improve their water and land through
knowledge and on ground action *
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Nutrient reduction modelling work‘

Regional Other FWOs

and lines of
evidence

Modelling
Framework
(N, P, S)




Early findings - direction of tra\ﬁel‘

» Significant reductions in receiving water bodies are required
across most parts of the developed areas of region.

e GMP is critical first step but more will be required. System
change, new technologies and/or land use change will likely
be required to achieve nutrient reductions of this magnitude
over a generation.

* More certainty around nitrogen
* Sediment reports expected mid 2021



Current situation - IWG ‘

PSWLP and NES have new provisions Intensive winter grazing wi
Implementation has been delayed by one year.

No further intensification in place now (NES
and PSWLP)

PSWLP Rule 20 has legal effect (back fencing,
portable troughs, grazing direction, buffers).

Freshwater Farm Plans with a Winter Module
being developed (encourage then regulate)

Both the prop
Environm
intensive

osed Southland Water and Land Plan and the new National
dard for Freshwater have a list of permitted activity criteria for
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ES (and others) have a mapping tool that will e
help you understand what consents are (3 s

required.



Action for Winter 2021
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Farmers, agencies, rural support
business, advisors, contractors,
workers, regulators

Wintering Checklist

— Choose a module and work through

— Right buffers in place

— Critical source area management

— Adverse weather plan




Current situation — FWFP’s ‘

Regulations are currently being developed to implement the
RMA direction for Freshwater Farm Plans.

These Plans will be regionally focused and linked to the
environmental setting, regional values and issues.

Te Mana o te Wai — providing for the health of the water so it
can provide for us is overarching (korowai)

Work underway to ensure these plans meet farmers needs for
managing their farm business, and regulatory needs to
manage environmental impacts (including audit and
measure).



Action for FW FP’s ‘

e The FW-FP framework is currently being developed.

 Don’t pause!
— Farm plans through Fonterra, Beef and Lamb, Ballance and others.
— Review your Focus Activity Farm Plan from ES

— Know your soils, physiographics, waterways, slopes and critical source
areas.

— Attend a “Stream Walk” event to understand why healthy streams are
important. Catchment Groups are involved with these.

— ldentify risky areas where sediment and nutrients could get into
waterways.

— Find out some information about how mana whenua value waterways in
your area.
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